


Song of Sounds 

Phonics are the tools by which children learn to read and 
write. To learn to read and write children need to learn five 
basic skills. They need to:

1.       learn their letter sounds
2.       learn to write the letter shapes
3.       learn to blend sounds together for reading
4.       learn to identify the sounds in words for writing
5.       learn to read and spell tricky words

2https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48uf9I6
P2xQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48uf9I6P2xQ


What does a typical phonics lesson look like at Wroxall in 
EYFS/Year 1

Phonics 3

• Song of sounds song 

• Flashcards 

• Introducing or consolidating a new grapheme for example ‘sh’ 

• Blending and segmenting green words 

• Introducing and recapping ‘tricky words’

• Opportunities to apply their new knowledge in writing and reading.

• Teacher Assessment     
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• Reading on a regular basis. Minimum of three times a week but in the early stages each school 
night helps support the best progress. 

• Building phonics into your day by spotting words in the environment. I spy!

• Phoneme Detectives: ask your child to pick a story from their bookshelf and be a letter 
detective, finding as many examples of a specific letter shape as they can, for example ‘s’. You 
could also play this game hunting for tricky words, for example ‘the’.

• Can you find something beginning with the sound ‘s’? 
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Foundations for the future 

• Phonics helps the children to become 
readers. 

• Blending- what it is and how it supports 
reading 

• Phonetically decodable books- let’s take a 
look 

• Book talk and reading- let’s discuss 
• Links to writing and vocabulary
• Text drivers 
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• Read phonetically decodable books with your children 

• The benefits of re-reading the same story can develop greater fluency and comprehension 

• Ask questions as you read 

• Share favourite stories at bedtime 

• Read in the environment- signs, visits to the library, create time to read and develop a love of 
stories 
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Purpose for writing 
How do we support children developing these skills?  
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• Find real opportunities for writing; letters, cards, shopping lists, labels for toys, writing 
my name. 

• Developing pre-writing and fine motor skills; threading, playdough, scrunching, 
throwing and catching, big tweezers. 

• Supporting the development of a correct pencil grip.

See more information on a ‘how to help at home’ handout. 




